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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
AN UPDATE FROM THE MPTCS BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Dear MPTCS Village:
“The secret of change is to focus all of your energy not on fighting the old, but
on building the new,” said the philosopher Socrates. This is the sentiment
we are embracing as we forge ahead into the next chapter for the Marion
P. Thomas Charter School Village! On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I
want to thank all parents, students and staff for your patience as we
transition to new leadership and a new journey to engaging and
empowering our scholars and our community.
We now have an Interim Chief School Administrator, Dr. Lynette Tannis,
who will guide us to the end of this school year. Dr. Tannis is no stranger
to MPTCS, in fact she is a member of the Village. Dr. Tannis served as the
school administrator from 2005-2009, before leaving to pursue an
advanced degree at Harvard University. Additionally, Dr. Tannis has
served in a myriad of educational roles including teacher, athletic coach,
literacy coordinator, school/district administrator, professional developer,
researcher, lecturer, and author. An independent education consultant,
Dr. Tannis holds both an ED.D. in Urban Superintendency and an ED.M. in
Education Policy and Management from Harvard University, an M.A. from
Kean University and a BA from Greensboro College.
We thank Dr. Tannis for her willingness to support and guide the Village
during this shift in leadership. Her expertise and genuine care for children
is evident in every decision she makes. We are thrilled that she will pass
the baton to Angela Mincy. For the first time in the Village’s history, in
addition to the Board, parents, staff and students participated in the
selection process for our Chief School Administrator. Ms. Mincy received
a unanimous vote from the Board to take the helm of our Village and
move it forward. She will join us at the start of the upcoming school year.
She is currently working as the principal of Science Park High School, and
was the former principal of Barringer High School. A native Newarker, Ms.
Mincy has decades of experience as an educator and administrator. You’ll
hear more about her and her vision for MPTCS in the coming weeks.
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We have a tremendous amount of work ahead of us to transform our schools. I am confident we
have the right leaders to guide us. However, I know they can’t do it alone. The entire Village – staff,
parents, board members, students, alumni, community, civic, and education partners –must work
together to prepare our scholars for college, careers and life! I look forward to working alongside all
of you to educate and motivate our youth to become their best selves, and impact our future.
Regards,

Rev. Vincent Rouse

Rev. Vincent Rouse
Chair, MPTCS Board of Trustees

To contact Briana,
email her at
bgilchrist@mptcs.org
Briana Gilchrist

Briana Gilchrist, an MPTCS alumna, is passionate about
ensuring all students have access to the best education.
She is an experienced communications professional with an
expertise in digital marketing and public relations. Briana
previously worked as a political communications
coordinator for Walton Enterprises. She also served as the
Press Assistant for the National Alliance for Public Charter
Schools. Briana has participated in many school choice
panels. She has spoken at ExcelinEd, the National Charter
School Conference, U.S. Department of Education, and the
White House. Briana graduated from Rutgers University
with two Bachelors of Arts in Public Policy and Africana
studies. She is currently enrolled in Rutgers Business
School, pursuing a Master's of Science in Digital Marketing.
Briana gives back to the Village by serving as a member of
the MPTCS Board of Trustees. Additionally, she is the Chair
of the Alumni Committee, and a member of the Operations
and School Culture Committees.

