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The overall grade point average of the middle school has made a complete turnaround as 

the first marking period had the most students with a GPA of 3.0 in the three years we 

have been a middle school campus. Our 2nd Annual Breast Cancer Rally, HIV Awareness 

Day, and ñJust Chillinò Winter Concert has made the village a great place to be for both our staff and out students.  

And the best is yet to come! Our band is planning to participate in more parades this year. Our basketball sports season is 

underway. Fathers for Our Children will occur on May 23, 2012 and we will close the year with the anticipated gradua-

tion of forty 8th graders, who we will send to some of the most prestigious schools in the area. So we are excited about the 

second half of the school year and we look forward to your partnership and support as we continue to make excellence the 

only option for the students.  

Itôs now 2012 and we are almost halfway through the 2011-2012 school year at the 

middle school campus of Marion P. Thomas Charter School. We began this year with 

a commitment: to work hard to ensure that every child in our school has the level of 

classroom instruction and social development support necessary to achieve academi-

cally. Iôm proud to say that so far we have done just that.  By focusing on the tasks at 

hand, we plan to continually make our middle school campus the best that it can be for 

your child.  

So far this year, we have completed a number of great projects and initiatives, as well 

as hosted several events that make MPTCS one of a kind. Our special programs such 

as PAGES (Programs for Gifted, Advanced, and Exceptional Students) and PAWS 

(Performing Arts with Style) have made the middle school campus a unique place for 

teaching and learning.  And we are already seeing the results.  

Pg 2-3:  Messages from Ms. Dabney & Mr. Bam-

poe 

Pg 4: Staff Spotlight:  Meet Femi Amorin, 

MPTCSôs new School Business  Administrator 

Pg 6: MLK Jr.ôs Penny Loafers 

Pg 7: Rewind: A look back at December 

Pg 8: Parenting Tips:  Your Childôs Most Im-

portant Teacher is ð YOU!! 

Pg 9: Important Dates and Contact  

Information  
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Pg 5: PreKindergarten has openings 

As we reflect in the month of January on the 20th centuryôs drum major 

for justice, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., let us reflect on his words about 

education, 

ñWe must remember that intelligence is not enough. Intelligence 

plus character - that is the goal of true education. The complete 

education gives one not only power of concentration, but worthy 

objectives upon which to concentrate.ò 

We look forward to working with you the remainder of the school 

year. 
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Happy New Year!  A new year is exciting because it offers new possibilities and a fresh start. 

As we transition into the second half of the year, I would like to highlight some of the new 

initiatives that have been successfully implemented thus far:  

 

¶ Full day Pre-K program for four year old students (applications are being accepted) 

¶ Journeys - a new reading series for grades kindergarten through fourth 

¶ Playworks - structured play during recess with Coach Ian 

¶ Computer Explorer - a curriculum for the kindergarten through 

fourth grade technology classes 

¶ School-wide discipline code - Tiger Dollars/Token Economy 

¶ A Smart board and Smart table are available for teachers to use 

within their classrooms 

¶ MAP Assessments- online benchmark assessments for grades 2nd  

through 4th  

¶ Terra Nova- Assessments for grades kindergarten through fourth 

(will be administered in April) 

 

As we enter into the second half of the school year, it is important that we begin to shift our 

focus to a testing mode.  With less than four months away, the students will be taking the 

Terra Nova in grades kindergarten through second and the NJASK in grades 3rd and 4th.   

 

Parents, I am requesting your assistance in working with your child and their teacher to en-

sure that MPTCS meets its goal of a 15% increase from last yearôs NJPASS and NJASK 

scores.  It is imperative that we work together to ensure that our students reach a level of 

mastery in the skills that are needed to complete their grade.   

 

 


