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Watch Out Weekly  

Greetings MPTCS Village: 
 
As we entered the month of 
November, I began to reflect on all 
of the amazing things we’ve done at 
MPTCS this year.  Two events that 
came to mind were: Family Literacy 
Night and the Scholastic Book Fair. 
 
Family Literacy Night was held on 
October 22, 2009 and was a 
tremendous success! The goal of 
Family Literacy Night was to 
strengthen parents’ knowledge and 
interest in the reading and language 
arts curricula.  With that goal in 
mind activities were created that 
allowed parents and students to 
collaboratively participate in    
reading-related activities 
throughout the evening.  Students 
made scary desserts, participated in 
a scary survey and listened to 
various read-alouds throughout the 
night.  As we continue to push 
literacy within our village, Family 
Literacy Night will be a reoccurring 
event. Please continue to check the 
school calendar for the next 
scheduled event.  
  
With our school-wide initiative 
“Books Alive, Read 25 Campaign,” 
the Scholastic Book Fair was an 
excellent event that helped 
students within our village purchase 
books for their personal libraries.  
They purchased books during the 
weeks of October 19th  and 26th .  On 
a daily basis, students were 

Reflections:  
Reading and Giving Thanks! 
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engaged in conversations with 
their classmates as they perused 
the shelves for books to purchase.  
As a result of such positive energy 
from the book fair, it will be 
returning in the Spring!   
 
In closing, the month of 
November is an excellent month 
to reflect on all of the things that 
we are thankful for in our lives. 
An excellent family activity to 
partake in at home is to put a 
“What I am Thankful For…” list on 
the refrigerator.  Sporadically, 
everyone in your household 
should write down one thing that 
they are thankful for.  On 
Thanksgiving day, play the “What 
I am Thankful For…” guessing 
game.  Everyone should gather 
around a central location and try 
to guess who wrote the 
statements.  This is a wonderful 
family game that my family and I 
play every year.  It is so much 
fun.  I hope you enjoy playing it!   
 
 
Educationally yours, 
 

Ms. Dabney 

 
Ms. Dabney                                                                                                                   
Assistant Director of Curriculum, 

Instruction and Assessment 

Important 
Dates 

 2010-2011 Enrollment 
Applications available  
 
11/12 ◦ Parent Workshop, 
“Learn How to 
Communicate with Your 
Child’s Teacher,” 7 PM, 
Elementary School 
 
11/13 ◦ School Closed (Staff 
Professional Development 
Day) 
 
11/13 ◦  Parent Teacher 
Conferences, 1-4 PM 
 
11/16 ◦ Picture Day at the 
Middle School 
 
11/18 ◦ Parent Workshop, 
“Strategies to Help Your 
Child Succeed in School and 
at Home,” 6-8 PM 
 
11/25-27 ◦ Thanksgiving 
Break 
 
11/27 ◦PTO sponsored trip 
to Atlantic City 
 
12/10 ◦ FireFly Foundation 
Holiday Literacy Event at 
the Elementary School  
 
12/16 ◦ Open House and 
Winter Concert , 5 PM 
 
12/23 – 1/1 ◦ Winter Break – 
No School  
 
1/4 ◦ School Reopens 
 
1/18 ◦ Martin Luther King 
Day – School Closed 
 
1/20 ◦ MPTCS Mandatory 
Lottery, 6 PM 
 

 
 

 



 Applications for 2010-2011 Enrollment are available   

 Our next Open House will take place on Wednesday,  
December 16 at 5:00 P.M. at the elementary school campus 

 Mandatory Lottery is scheduled for Wednesday, January 20, 2010 at 
6:00 P.M. 

 
NOTE: Applications for SIBLINGS ONLY will be kept in the main office at  
370 So. 7th Street. 
 
Please call Mrs. Taylor for more information at 973-621-0060, ext. 10. 
CHILDREN ENTERING KINDERGARDEN MUST BE 5yrs OLD BY OCTOBER 1, 2010. 

 

New Enrollment Applications 
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2nd Grade Openings 
Spread The Word: Space is still available for 2nd grade students 

 
 

  

 

If you have a family member, neighbor or friend who would 
like to become a part of the MPTCS Village, please inform 
them that 2nd grade slots are available.  Please contact Ms. 
Taylor, in the main office for an application and other 
details. She can be reached by phone at 973.621.0060, ext. 
10 or via email at mptcs10@yahoo.com. 

 

 

The Middle School pictures will be taken on Monday, November 
16, along with photos for staff IDs.   
 
All staff, as well as PTO and parent volunteers, will receive a 
free picture package for themselves. 
 
Please note, the costs for all staff IDs will be handled by the 
school.  However, if you lose your ID, a fee of $2.95 will be 
required for a replacement. 
 
For additional information about Picture Day, email 
mptcspto@yahoo.com 
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This new feature will address the questions and concerns of all MPTCS parents.  
   If you would like to submit a question, please email Mrs. Davis at   

mptcspl@yahoo.com or you can give her a call at 973-621-0060, ext. 18. 
 

Q:  What will happen if a child doesn’t have the official school sweater and it is 

   is cold in the classroom? 

A:   A child can wear a non-official sweater in the class if they feel it is cold.  

However, they will receive a uniform infraction. A meeting with a school official 
is required after three infractions. 
 

Q:   What can students wear on their feet during bad weather? 

A:  They can wear boots to school, but must change into their penny loafers 

before they enter the classroom. 
 

Q:  Why aren’t parents allowed in the building? 

A: Parents are allowed in school between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.  However, you will only be able to observe your 

child’s class or schedule an appointment for a meeting.  Parents are not allowed in the school prior to 9 a.m. 
because teachers and children are preparing for their day, or after 3:00 p.m. since students are preparing to end 
their day. 
 

Q:  How can we reach Mrs. Davis, the parent liaison? 

A:  Via email at mptcspl@yahoo.com, by phone at 973-621-0060, ext. 18 or 973-380-6990, you can schedule an 

appointment on Monday, Wednesday & Friday at the elementary school and on Tuesday and Thursday at the 
middle school. 
  

Questions & Answers: Mrs. Davis, MPTCS Parent Liaison  

 

 
Parents please join us for two upcoming 
workshops: 
 
●  Thursday, November 12|7-8 PM 
“Learn How To Communicate With Your 
Child’s Teacher”  
 
●Wednesday, November 18|6-8 PM 
“Strategies To Help Your Child Succeed 
In School and At Home” 
NOTE: Child care will be available for 
this session and a light dinner will be 
served. 
 
Both sessions will take place at the 
Elementary School in the multi-purpose 

room 

Bounce, Rock, 
Skate, Roll 

 

      
 

Come kick it with MPTCS  
for a night of fun! 

 
MPTCS’ Student Council is sponsoring a 
Skating Party at Branch Brook Park 
Skating Center on Monday, November 
16, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Tickets are 
$7.00 per person, which will include 
skates rental and food.   
 
All MPTCS students, their parents and 
staff are invited to attend.  Proceeds will 
benefit the MPTCS Student Council fund. 

 
 
 

mailto:mptcspl@yahoo.com
mailto:mptcspl@yahoo.com
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Third Grade News 
In October, the third grade attended an assembly about anti-bullying.  The children learned that 
bullying can be physical or verbal. They also discovered that people who are by-standers while bullying 
is going on are also responsible for their actions. By-standers have a responsibility to tell an adult if 
someone is being bullied. Please encourage your child to speak up immediately if a situation ever arises 
at school or home in which they or anyone they know is being bullied. We are very proud of our students 
who are making right choices by being kind to others and respecting everyone’s differences!  

 
In November, the current schedule of alternating science and social studies on a daily basis will be 
changed to 2 week intervals to allow for more continuity and in-depth studies. We will be exploring the 
topic of habitats in Science. We have some exciting hands-on activities planned to spark curiosity in our 
young scientists! In Social Studies, students will be learning about economics by working on a project to 
develop their own imaginary business plan. We may have some future entrepreneurs!  

 
We are excited to provide the tools of engrade.com to be a resource for parents. This program allows 
each family to receive weekly updates of their child’s academic performance in their class as well as a 
forum for parents and teachers to connect and discuss the student’s achievements and needed 
improvements.  If you have not received your username and password as of date, please be on the look-
out for it.  This should help us bridge the gap of the school and home. 

 
Please remind your children that as we begin the new marking period they have a fresh start to make 
positive changes. Thanks for supporting us in our efforts to make this year the best one yet!  

 

 

 
The PTO will sponsor a bus ride to Atlantic City’s Showboat Casino on 
Friday, November 27.  Departure will be 6:00 p.m. from the South 7th 
St. building.  Tickets are $35 and you will receive $30 to spend at the 
casino. 

 

All AboArd… 
Next Stop Atlantic City 

School Hours of Operation 
Breakfast: 7:30 a.m. 

Homeroom: 8:00 a.m. 
Dismissals: 

Middle School – 3:30 p.m. 
Elementary School – 3:40-3:50 p.m. 

 
Karen Thomas, CEO 

Ms. Clinton, Elementary School Principal, Ms. Phyllis (asst)  
370 S. 7th St.|973.621.0060 

Mr. Pringle, Middle School Principal, Ms. Gallman (asst) 
308 S. 9th St.|973.792.0060 

Mr. Lawrence, Assistant Principal | Ms. Davis, Parent Liaison  
Mrs. Taylor, Office Manager | Michele Griffin, WOW Editor  

 

 

TM 

“It takes a whole village to raise a child”  
 

www.mptcs.org 


